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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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1 . This action is responsive to the amendment filed December 1 1 , 2003. Claims 1 - 
19 are pending. 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ritter et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,570,084 further in view of Holmes et al., U.S. Patent No. 
6,178,331. 

Ritter teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a method and 
system for loose source routing of packets over disparate network types in a packet 
communication network (see abstract). 

As to claim 1 , Ritter teaches a method for the transmission of messages in a 
communication system from a transmitting terminal (MS1) to a receiving terminal (RH, 
MS2), which communication system comprises at least a first communication network 
(NW1) (70), a second communication network (NW2) (72) and a message switching 
center (MMSC) (12), in which first communication network (NWI) at least a first address 
type is used as the terminal address and in which second communication network 
(NW2) at least a second address type is used as the terminal address, and in which 
system the address of the receiving terminal (RH, MS2) is annexed to said media 
message, characterized in that the media message is further supplemented with data 
on the type of said address, wherein the message is transmitted from the transmitting 
terminal (MS-L) to said message switching center (MMSC), in which the type of the 
address of the receiving terminal (RH, MS2) is examined, and said address type is used 
to select the communication network (NWI, NW2) to be used in the transmission of the 
message from the message switching center (MMSC) to the receiving terminal (RH, 
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MS2) (see figs. 1-8; col. 2-6, Ritter discloses that the packet is supplemented withy 
address type information so that the proper network is used as the next to destination). 

Ritter does not explicitly disclose Multimedia Message. Ritter does teach that the 
packets transmitted represent IP packets (see col. 1-2). 

However, Holmes teaches a system and process for allowing wireless 
multimedia messaging (see abstract). Holmes teaches a multimedia message (see col. 
2-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ritter in view of Holmes so that packets are specified as multimedia 
packets. One would be motivated to do so to allow the transmission of different media 
(text, fax, e-mail) using the wireless packets. 

As to claim 2, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that the first communication network (NWI) used is a mobile communication network 
and the second communication network (NW2) used is the Internet data network (see 
figs. 1-4; col. 2-4). 

As to claim 3, Ritter teaches method according to claim 2. 

Ritter fails to teach the limitation characterized in that the first address type is an 
MSISDN number and the second address type is an SMTP address. 

However, Holmes teaches a system and process for allowing wireless 
multimedia messaging (see abstract). Holmes teaches that the first address type is an 
MSISDN number and the second address type is an SMTP address (see col. 2-5, 
Holmes discloses that an MSISDN number and an SMTP address is defined for 
communicating terminals). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ritter in view of Holmes so that MSISDN and SMTP addressing is 
specified. One would be motivated to do so to allow the use of email addresses and 
GSM system telephone numbers in routing. 

As to claim 4, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 2, characterized in 
that in the first communication network (NW1), messages are transmitted by using a 
first communication protocol, and in the second communication network (NW2), 
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multimedia messages are transmitted by using a second communication protocol, and 
that the format of the data on the type of the address to be annexed to the multimedia 
message is independent of said communication protocols for multimedia messages 
(see figs. 1-8; col. 2-6). 

As to claim 5, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 1 , characterized in 
that the media message is transmitted to two or more receivers, wherein the message is 
supplemented with the address of the terminal (RH, MS2) of each receiver, as well as 
data on the type of each address (see col. 2-6). 

As to claim 6, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 1 . 

Ritter fails to teach the limitation characterized in that the communication system 
is provided with a multimedia Messaging service transfer protocol (MMTP), wherein 
multimedia messages to be transmitted from the transmitting terminal (MSI) to the 
multimedia message switching center (MMSC) are converted into messages complying 
with said multimedia Messaging service transfer protocol (MMTP). Ritter does teach 
that the packets transmitted represent IP packets (see col. 1-2). 

However, Holmes teaches a system and process for allowing wireless 
multimedia messaging (see abstract). Holmes teaches a MMTP (see col. 2-5). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ritter in view of Holmes so that packets are specified using MMTP. 
One would be motivated to do so to allow the transmission of different media (text, fax, 
e-mail) using the wireless packets. 

As to claims 7-8, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 1 . 

Ritter does not explicitly teach the limitation characterized in that said data on the 
address type is given in text format or hexadecimal character string. 

However, text and Hexadecimal address formats are old and well known in the 
art. It would have been obvious to on of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Ritter by implementing text or Hexadecimal address format. One 
would be motivated to do so since text or Hexadecimal allow more succinct 
representation than binary for representing bit-masks, machines addresses, and other 
low-level constants. 
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As to claim 9, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that said data on the address type is given as a binary number (see col. 2-5). 

As to claim 10, Ritter teaches the method according to claim 1, characterized in 
that in the method, two or more formats are used in the address and the address type 
data of said receiving terminal (RH, MS2), wherein in the method the multimedia 
message is also supplemented with data on the format used in the address and the 
address type data (see col. 2-5). 

Claims 1 1-19 do not teach or define any new limitations above claims 1-10 and 
therefore are rejected for similar reasons. 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 filed on June 19, 2003 are 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Saleh Najjar whose telephone number is (703) 
308-7613. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6:30 to 3:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne, can be reached on (703) 308-7562. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-9600. The central official fax number for the group is (703) 872-9306. 




Saleh Najjar 

Primary Examiner/ Art Unit 2157 



